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UNDERGROUND INSTRUCTIONS TO DANISH CLERGY 


A Danish illegal paper dealing entirely 
with religious and ecclesiastical resistance 
carries the following article on “The Tasks 
of the Clergy during Invasion.” 

“A clergyman must be able to advise his 
parishioners and must therefore in advance 
have made up his mind what he himself 
wishes and what he must say when they ask 
‘him what they should do, and indeed as 
Christians must do during an invasion.” 
Here is the reply. 

“As the occupying’ Power in all essentials 
has broken the promises it has made, and as 
it has finally dismissed the legal Government 

of the country, the individual is now under 
obligation only towards his own conscience 
and towards the common welfare of his 
-country—which is to say that he has the 
right to take part in this fight for freedom 
and justice, but must avoid the crimes of 
cruelty and plunder, and other manifesta- 
tions of hatred and revenge. These things 
can be left to the others. The individual, 
moreover, must consider his actions in ad- 
vance, so that trivial deeds do not result in 
harm out of all proportion to the importance 
‘of the act concerned—harm which may well 
reflect upon the inhabitants of the locality. 
Add to this that it is undesirable and 
_cowardly for able-bodied men to hide in shel- 
ter until our liberty has been won by the 
blood of foreigners, and that although ma- 
terial damage and bodily suffering may well 
be severe—others have experienced this— 
freedom and justice are worth the sacrifice. 
“This applies to all citizens including the 
clergyman himself, and every individual 
must find his own place. As the shepherd of 
the parish, the clergyman must use all his 
authority and, if necessary, give his life to 
protect women and children, the aged and 


for those who are bombed-out, and also for 


the sick; he must provide shelter and food. 


Distributed by 
BRITISH INFORMATION SERVICES 
An Agency of The British Government 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20, N. Y. 


good fellow-countrymen who, for one reason 
or another, may have no place to go; he must 
do what he can to prevent terror and must 
see to it that somebody organizes resistance 
against gangs of thieves. Against looters 
and plunderers even those who are under 
the protection of the Red Cross are entitled 
to use weapons. 

“As the spiritual guide he must, to the 
best of his ability, keep before the eyes of 
his parishioners their duties as Christians— 
they are in special need of such help in 
severe and confused times—and he must 
especially show them the right path by means 
of his own example, and when the war brings 
wounds and death he must help the wounded 
and fortify the dying, by means of prayer, 
the administration of the sacrament, and by 
practical assistance where such can be given 
—and in this work he should not discrimi- 
nate between friend and foe. 

“Tn the case of fallen soldiers, if their unit 
has not been able to care for them, the 
clergyman should take into his keeping their 
identity disks (leaving some identification 
on the body and personal property, and 
should send them as soon as possible, care- 
fully listed, to the country of the soldier in 
question, if necesssary through the Red 
Cross. : 

“Generally speaking, the clergyman should 
not himself take part in the fight, not because 
the fight to regain liberty is in itself unjust 
or unchristian, but because the task of the 
clergyman is first and foremost that of peace 
even in the midst of the fiercest fighting, and 
the tasks that are laid upon him demand all 
his energies. Courage and strength are 
needed to discharge these duties well, but 
these qualities he will find through sincere 
prayer and in unshakeable confidence in the 
Master whose servant he is.” - 

The same number of the magazine gives 


very vivid instructions as to 7 he 
Clergy when they are arrested by he Ges- 


Ne 
tapo. Unfortunately, the need for these in- _ 


structions is only too obvious in view of the 


fate of men like Kaj Munk and Pastor 


Severinsen (see following article). 


DANISH PASTOR CONDEMNED 
TO DEATH 


The Swedish paper Svenska Morgonbladet, 
on June Ist, published the following :— 

“The Danish Lutheran Pastor Severinsen 
has been condemned to death by the German 
authorities. The Pastor must be a man of 
character for it is reported that he is 
exercising his Ministry in the concentration 
camp where he is a prisoner. It is the first 
time that a Minister of the Church has been 
condemned to death, either in Norway or 
Denmark. Many priests have been accused 
‘of the same crime’ as the Danish Pastor. In 
order to be accused it is sufficient in these 
days that there should be a simple suspicion, 
the accused man is in opposition and that is 
enough. The accusation does not surprise us. 
What does interest us is the fact that the 
Germans in Denmark have gone further 
than anywhere else up to the present. 

“Tt is feared in Denmark and Sweden that 
the condemnation of this Pastor is the signal 
for general reprisals against the Church. 
One wonders whether it is despair which has 
pushed the Germans to such extreme 
measures. The condemnation of a priest to 
death is an event without precedence in the 
history of the Scandinavian Churches. Danes 
interpret this judgment as an open threat 
against the Church. The Germans do not 
seem to have considered the possible conse- 
quences of this action. Christian Churches in 
the free countries view this event with grief 
and now know the true position.” 


A GERMAN PROTEST AGAINST 
HITLER’S WAR 

The Swedish paper Aftontidningen, for 
June 18th, carries the following para- 
graph :— 
~ “Jn some German railway carriages pass- 
_ing the Swedish frontier at Helsingborg, 
there were found some small leaflets very 
similar to the mortuary cards that are dis- 
tributed at burials in the Catholic districts 
of Germany. According to the Swedish 


_. Press, these leaflets bore the Papal initials. 


This, however, is incorrect. These copies of 


‘ oe Pe mortuary cards have the monogam of Christ, 


that is to say, the traditional combination of 
XP which are the first two Greek letters of 

_ the name of Christ. The leaflet has the fol- 
- lowing text in Gothic German script :— 

“O God forgive me my sins, 


‘of the ultimate decencies of life this conflict 


for The 
"Oi Jesus I die for Thee, a 
O Jesus Tam Thine in life ind im n dap 


BRITISH METHODISTS’ FIFTH | 
WAR-TIME CONFERENCE 


The Fifth Methodist Conference to be held’ 
in wartime took place last week at Leeds. : 

In his Presidential Address, the new 
President, Dr. W. F. Howard, said: 

aett would be impossible for the Cortersncel E 
of the Methodist Church to assemble and to 
discuss the matters which concern us, and 
to keep silence about the tremendous events 
which are shaking the world. We are not 
anchorites, cut off from contact with our 
fellows. We cannot accept the benefits of our — 
common civilization and enjoy the liberties — 
which our fathers gained for us and our — 
brothers and sons are preserving for us, 
without offering our humble thanksgiving to — 
God for these unmerited mercies, and com-_ 
mending to His gracious keeping our gallant 
defenders and the saviours of this inherit- 
ance of the ages. 

“We are one in our hatred of war. We- 
loathe those evil things which always come — 
in its train. No one can deny the appalling 
havoc wrought in every field of constructive’ 
enterprise. Home life shattered, families 
disrupted, education cramped and distorted, 
moral standards jettisoned, sexual licence 
condoned. -Those who have toiled for a life- 
time in the service of religion and of reason 
to lift a generation above the tyranny of 
animal appetite and unregulated passion 
might well lose heart. 

“All this we know, and know full well. It 
is part of the paradox of peace. He that loves 
his life and all that makes life worth living, 
loses it. He that loses all these precious 
things for some still higher end finds in 
God’s time peace and all that peace bestows. 
No wonder some among us feel that war, 
with the degradation that it brings, is so 
terrible that nothing can justify it. Yet the 
overwhelming majority, in the Church as | 
well as in the nation, clearly recognize that 
in this conflict, forced upon the civilized 
world by a ruthless diabolism, there was but 
one choice to be made. Here stand we. We 
can no other. So help us God! For the sake 


must be carried through with inflexible reso- 
lution until that victory is won without 
which there can be no peace.” 


Half-a-Million for War Damage 


The Rev. E. Benson Perkins, . pieasinaned 
the business of the War Damage. Committee, 
said that about 2,160 Meh buildings 


had been damaged by enem 

Hhere’had been four cases arising from recent 
events in Southern England. It was felt that 
“we should also take into account damage 


bring the total to about 2,400 cases. Not less 
than half-a-million pounds would be required, 
and he believed that Methodism could face 
this sum. 


SCOTTISH CONFERENCE ON WAR- 
TIME & POST-WAR EVANGELISM 


A Conference on Evangelism, arranged by 
the staff of St. Mary’s College, St. Andrews, 
| was held last week at University Hall, St. 

_ Andrews, attended by 80 ministers and chap- 
lains of the Scottish Churches. 

The Very Rev. Principal G. S. Duncan, 
D.D., presided at the opening meeting and 
welcomed the members. He said that just as 
St. Mary’s College had in the pre-war years 
organized an annual School of Theology for 
~ Ministers, so too it had arranged the present 
Conference as a contribution to corporate 
thinking and planning on a matter of out- 
standing urgency and importance, viz. the 
Church’s work of evangelism. 

Many subjects of special wartime interest 
were discussed. 


Religion in the Forces 


At a session on Religion in the Forces 
challenge and opportunity in the future when 
~ the servicemen returned were discussed. 

Through the war these men had become 
- a compact community and so were easier to 
reach, and they on their part were getting 
_ to know the chaplains through sharing ex- 
periences in their life together. Many of 
them who as civilians had no knowledge of 
the Church were for the first time getting 
to know about worship and religion. 
The. Army Authorities had shown great 
_ interest in the men’s religious education and 
in the formation of character, and contacts 
~ with the men through Padre’s Hour have 
produced excellent results in establishing 
closer relationships between the men and the 
a chaplains. The men in the Forces were get- 
€ ting ready for the Church, and the Church 
on its part must be ready for them on their 
p return. 


It was pointed out that the connection ~ 


eetireen men on active service and their 
home Churches was very slender and that 
there was a need for an organization or 
. union which would weld together Christian 
_ servicemen and women, particularly those 
admitted to the Church while on service. 
Such an organization, which should have 
a well-chosen name, should be undenomina- 


‘inflicted on our work - -overseas, which would 


tional , but there should be formal admission 


action, and — Be cmbership ‘apd the enters home 
minister should be informed and the fullest 


co-operation with civilian clergy sought. 


‘This organization should be continued after ~ 
_ the war, especially in the Armies of Occupa- 


tion, and contact should be maintained with 
pr eecene and women through ex-chap- 
ains 


Through this organization readable litera- 


ture might. be produced which would be help- 
ful for the study of Christian doctrine, and 
elementary training in public speaking might 
be given which would enable Christians to 
bear witness to their faith on active service 
and afterwards in civilian life. 


The Preparation of the Church to Meet the 
Men Coming Home 


The Rev. A. Nevile Davidson, D.D., 
Minister of Glasgow Cathedral, said that the 
war had presented the Church with an 
immense opportunity for evangelism, and 
the whole Christian life of the country for 
the next 50 or 100 years would depend upon 
the way the Church responded to this 
challenge. War was an opportunity to 
recover something of lost territory, because 
it brought thousands of men and women 
within range of the Gospel under conditions 
peculiarly conducive to religious feeling and 
faith. War had a softening influence upon 
people as well as a toughening influence. 
The Church had lost hold on the majority of 
younger men of the working class from 
various causes—smug respectability, com- 


placent conservatism, excessive caution. 


When servicemen returned at the close of 
hostilities there would be a mental reaction 
and an inevitable swing towards relaxation. 
Many links which drew them towards the 
Church would be broken. Even then they 
might join the Church and be prepared to 
give it a new trial, if the Padre had made an 


impression and the Church at home had kept : 


in touch with their families. 
The Church must be ready to offer a faith 
for life, for Christianity was above all 4a 


Creed to live by. Dr. Davidson suggested that __ “ 


preaching ‘should be simple and _ straight- 


forward and in language easy to understand, — 


the language of the home, the shop and the — 
office and a note of passionate personal 


conviction would be essential. The Church 
must also offer the inspiration of common 


worship, the comfort of common prayer and 


a spiritual fellowship. 
The only way to recover reality in the 


whole life of the Church was to bridge the ~ 


gulf between religion and everyday life. The 
day of Sunday religion was finished and we- 


must strive to solve the problem of solution a 


in different ways in the different types 0 
parishes. 


Industrial Chaplaincies 


The Rev. W. Bodin, Church of Scotland 
organizer for chaplains in industry, said that 
the scheme for Industrial Chaplaincies began 
as a daring experiment. Although in one 
sense it had passed out of the experimental 
stage, yet, in another and most vital sense, 
it would be calamity if we ever regarded it 
as something fixed and stereotyped. In-and 
through the operation of the scheme nothing 
has been discovered that could be cut and 
dried and laid like a pattern along any 
section of the elusive human problems of 
to-day or to-morrow. 

The great value of this new adventure lay 
in the fact that the Church was doing some- 
thing — not talking about a problem or 
writing books about a problem, but at grips 
with it. “It may seem an extraordinary 
thing,” said Mr. Bodin, “but I have never 
feared failure. I seemed to be possessed of a 
conviction that if the Church starts doing 
things—hig results will follow. My faith and 
the faith of those associated with me in this 
work has been justified.” Mr. Bodin added, 
“To-day something like 300 ministers are 
associated with Works and Factories as 
Padres to the workers. The Padre does not 
go into the factory to preach to or at the 
people. He aims to bring the help and the 
encouragement of the Christian faith and 
Gospel into the lives of the men and the 
women, but first of all he sets out to gain 
their friendship because he is their friend 
and has their confidence, because he himself 
has confidence in Christ.” 

The Rev. Ian Fraser, who is a full-time 
works Padre and who shares the manual 
work of the factory, said: “There is hope 
for a Christian ministry which feels itself 
to be ineffective if this results in a greater 
willingness to be led by the Spirit of God. 
The Spirit of God may demand, not just a 
new technique of approach but a re-orient- 
ation of one’s whole ministry. Kinship with 
men has been lost by the status and sheltered 
nature of the ministry. Only when it is.re- 
gained and our lives made to approximate 
more closely to theirs, so that their pressures 
are felt on our own pulses, can a beginning 
be made to finding a more adequate evangel- 
istic technique.” 


AMERICAN CHAPLAIN’S TESTIMONY 
TO BRITISH HOSPITALITY 

In a letter to Mrs. Frieda Demarest, the 
representative in Britain of the American 
Congregational War Service Committee, a 
cae with the American troops writes : 
. We are very proud of the fact that 

Printed in U.S. A, 


has a ay 
a Church with an ‘open: oot fo all iG 


3 ene 


he Congregat Chi 


re. 
seeking friendship and help. But little has 
been said about the Congregational parson- ; 
age and its open door. 

“We arrived in the U.K. during the cool- 4 
ness of February and were all expecting to | 
go in to battle the next few days. Instead we © 
soon learned that it would be a matter of © 
many weeks before we would be in the actual © 
conflict. We were to draw new equipment 
and to undergo a great deal of special train- © 
ing. Our organization was spread out over © 
the countryside with a few hundred men in © 
this village and several hundred men in an- © 
other nearby village. The men soon found — 
the paths to the local Churches. But more — 
than the Church they wanted the friendship ~ 
of its people. 4 

“T can tell you about the minister of one 4 
Church whom I have had the pleasure to ~ 
know and watch at work. They immediately . 
cleared the social rooms one evening a week + 
for the influx of men. Social committees ~ 
were set up. Programmes were planned and 
on Sunday evenings after divine worship 
forums were held on such subjects as, i. 
American Church,’ ‘The American Form of | 
Government,’ ‘The American Schools,’ ‘Social — 
Trends in America.’ These all helped to 
break the ice. i 

“But let me get back to the open door of ~ 
the parsonage. Never let it be said that our — 
Army doesn’t feed well. But mass cooking ~ 
we know will never have that taste that 
home cooking has. Not two nights a week ~ 
but every night in the week American sol- 
diers dropped in to visit the parson and his 
wee little wife. She being middle-aged was 
able to minister to more than their tummies. 
They brought their rations plus cigarettes 
and candy, and’ stayed for the evening. 
Around the dishpan many a lonely soldier 
has found his mother in another’s voice and 
kindness. Yes, our soldiers even like to 
help in the housecleaning. Anything to keep 
from getting lonesome. 

“These are the boys who were in our 
Pilgrim Fellowship back home. These are 
the men who have been nurtured in the 
fellowship of their home Church. These are 
the men who truly miss their homes. The 
unsung heroes of this little scene are the 
British minister and his wife who have given 
so unselfishly of their time and energies. — 
Yes, they who shower us with their simple 
love. The parsonage door remains open to 
bid you welcome twenty-four hours a day. 
I know, I have gone there for spiritual 
fellowship when the daily toil has frayed my 
nerves. All I can say is, Bay God ee them 
in their chosen work. Ah 


